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16 HISTORY OF VIRGINIA BAPTISTS.

people were greatly astonished, having never seen things
on this wise before. Many mocked, but, the power of
God attending them, many also trembled. In process
of time some of the natives became converts, and bowed
obedience to the Redeemer’s sceptre. These, uniting
their labors with the chosen band, a powerful and exten-
sive work broke out. From sixteen, Sandy Creek church
soon swelled to six hundred and six members, so mightily
grew the work of God!

Daniel Marshall, though not possessed of great talents,
was indefatigable in his endeavors. e sallied out into
the adjacent neighborhoods and planted the Redeemer’s
standard in many of the strongholds of Satan. At Ab-
bott’s Creek, about thirty miles from Sandy Creek, the
Gospel prospered so largely that they petitioned the
mother church for a constitution and for the ordination
of Mr. Marshall as their pastor. Mr, Marshall accepted
the call and went to live among them. His ordination,
however, was a matter of some difficulty. It required a
plurality of elders to constitute a presbytery ; Mr, Stearns
was the only ordained minister among them. In this di-
lemma they were informed that there were some Regular
Baptist preachers living on Pedee. To one of these M.
Stearns applied, and requested him to assist him in the
ordination of Mr. Marshall. This request he sternly re-
fused, declaring that he held no fellowsbip with Stearns’s
party ; that he believed them to be a disorderly sef, suf-
fering women to pray in public and permitting every ig-

norant man to preach that chose; that they encouraged
noise and confusion in their meetings. Application was
then made to Mr. Henry Ledbetter, who lived some-
where in the Southern States, and who was a brother-
inclaw of Mr. Marshall. He and Mr. Stearns ordained
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Mr. Marshall to the care of this new church. The work
om.m._.pn..w continued to spread, and several preachers were
raised in North Carolina. Among others was James
Hﬂ.mma.# who was afterwards ﬁm_ﬂ% Mcnnm.mﬂ.ﬂlm:i%mnuﬁmm
When he first began to preach he was entirely ::ﬁwﬁ:m. <
w:: knowing how to read or write. His wife became E. .
_:m:.:m:uﬁ and he soon acquired learning sufficient to ¢
able him to read the Scriptures. e mH\_M,\
.H_:.c ._.._E parts of Virginia adjacent to the residence of
this religious colony the Gospel had been quickly carried
_.‘.f. Mo, .z.m.p.m:n:. He had baptized several wnwmo,_:m Mm
his first visits, Among them was Dutton Lane,} wl
shortly after his baptism began to preach. A “.mi .:M
succecded, and Mr. Marshall at one time Uu.ﬁ:Nmm mo_.ﬂm”.
two persons.  In August, 1760, a church was nonm:EﬁMm
:E_S.. the pastoral care of Rev. Dutton Lane. This was
the first Separate Baptist church in Virginia, and, in
some sense, the mother of all the rest. The .,_.:._.ﬂnr .H.o -
t.m_.nz under the ministry of Mr. Lane, aided by the Mnnm
sional visits of Mr. Marshall and Mr. Stearns. The QM”
ﬁ::..cm much persecution ; but God prospered ﬁvm_zwnsg
zar,.n_.ﬁ_ them out of the hands of all their enemies
:.r,..c,‘_; after .H,.E.. Lane’s conversion the power of .Con_
Mm..ﬂw_».\,nw.ﬂnﬁm_.:.m .E ?m n.wsﬁ:mmou om..MWmEn_ Harriss, a man
_..,.amw e distinction in those parts. Besides being bur-
.._..___ - Manﬂw:w&'u:a colonel of the militia, he held sev-
e

'y

:w_ ~m.._.».:_...“ ﬁn_.w._.H:r._.:. blessed in the lower part of .,_ZW_CM
__Sm _:.,. was instrumental in the establishment of Buffalo
EaLL ﬂ“ wmhaﬁ_ for some years as pastor. Hedied in 1798, E_.ﬂma
. :T,.._ .2..*”1 .ul., .R.: of his life appears in Taylor's Virginia Bupiist
1Lton H."_:o‘cwm. - ._.?.n i .
" ./.._,.p..__w.a“.w ﬁ%..ﬂ:m::w from the vicinity of Baltimore, where he
i ... 732, He was .mEv:nmn by Shubal Stearns in 1758
may be found in Virginia Baptist Ministe iy

rs, first series,
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deed, from the account given by himself, we must either
doubt his veracity or admit that his impressions were su-
pernatural.* He declares that respecting his ?.mmorjw
in Virginia, for many weeks he had no rest in his spirit.
Asleep or awake, he felt his soul earnestly im pressed with
strong desires to come to Virginia to preach the Gospel.
In his dreams he thought that God would often show him
large congregations assembled to hear ?.mmnrm:.m. He
was sometimes heard by his family to cry out in his sleep,
O Virginia, Virginia, Virginia/ Mr. Graves, a mem-
ber of his church, a good man, discovering his msx_m@.
and believing his impressions to be from God, offered to
accompany him. Just as they were fixing to come off,
Mr. Harriss and the three messengers mentioned above
came for him to go with them. The circumstances so
much resemble Peter’'s call from Joppa to Oamg..m? em:m»
we can hardly for a moment hesitate in E»nmnm._av:n;
confidence in its being a contrivance of divine wisdom.
Mr. Read agreed to go without much hesitation. O.zo
of the messengers from Spotsylvania went on to mvvowsﬁ
meefings on the way. The two preachers, after m:,,s.m
up some appointments in their own parts, pursued their
contemplated journey, accompanied by Mr. Graves sz
the other two. In about a fortnight they arrived in
Orange, within the hounds of Blue Run church as it now
stands. \When they came in sight and saw a very large
congregation they were greatly affected. After a m.»,._c
minutes of prayer and reflection, they recovered their
courage and entered upon their great work. They
preached with much effect on that day. The next day
they preached at Elijuh Craig’s, where a vast crowd at-
tended. D). Thomas and John Garrard, both ?.mwn.rowm

* H,m a Epammna:x. furnished from his own hand.—dAuthor's note,
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‘of the Regular order, were at this meeting. The minis-
ters on both sides seemed desirous to unite, but the peo-
ple were against it, the larger part siding with the Sepa-
rafes. As they could not unite, both parties held meet-
ings the next day, being Sabbath, buta small distance from
each other. Baptism was administered by both. These
things widened the breach. Messrs. Read and Har-
iss, however, continued their ministrations. Mr. Read
baptized nineteen the first day and more on the days
following. They went through Spotsylvania into the
upper parts of Caroline, Ianover and Goochland coun-
ties, sowing the seed of grace and peace in many
slaces. So much were they inspirited by these meetings
that they made appointments to come again the next
year, In their second visit they were accompanied by
«th . Rev. Dutton Lane, who assisted them in constituting
and organizing the first Separate Baptist thurch* be-
tween the Rappahannock and James rivers. This took
pl iceson the zoth of November, 1767. The church was
called Upper Spolsylvania, and consisted of twenty-five
members, including all the Separate Beptists north of
James river. This wasa mother to many other churches.
Read and Harriss continued to visit these parts for
about three years with wonderful effect. In one of their
visits they baptized seventy-five at one time, and in
the course of one of their journeys, which generally lasted
several weeks, they baptized upwards of twe hundred.
._M_n...ﬁmm ‘not uncommon at their great meetings for many
hundreds of men to camp on the ground, in order to
be m,vw,,..wwnn» the next day. The night meetings, through

the great work of God, continued very late. The minis-
j,lllj.'h’

E__...S-.hwﬁw; oh sometimes confounded by writers with Lower Spotsylve-
:cn.. like many others of our enrly churches, came soon to be ealled after

Pastor, “ Craig's "—a title which it still bears.
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1782, as appears from the mi
ik, 1e minutes, the Straw
ing Eo«ﬂmﬂ”% Ew.m R e et wwm
m:.msvaz..w .>M .w.o.vmnn Stockton, a messenger
his seat.” " ap Hmon_mw.oc Tl 8 leltes, magiy
il mo:oﬁmnn again, towards the close of the
letter to the oo Y The clerk is directed to
i trawberry Association in ans &
copy of our proceedings,” b :

The first 1 :
abor 1 .. x AT
Pear to have bee ers in the ministry in this Ma

n th ; 1
J T h, Samuel ¢ two Murpheys, viz, ;

Harrj '
the rise of the Hwnﬁc.mhmmm. ey ...nm. o

Preachers called to the

the mog d :
=0 H.smmw..-:»wn?u of whom was Robert Stockton.
ligion mo,:wmm.MEm labors of him and others m...,o.. ’

P Sl _u_um mm to a considerable extent.
>mmonmmmo= un .m of this Association met i
probakly nom_HE: the division in 1976, aft
A m_nmm& as an independent Ass
senger ed with the General Lﬁmmo&mzou:.. ]
s sent from the Association, )
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work, the most &mmaw
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When this district first became independentit must have
pad very few churches, for in 1487 there were only eleven
rches and ten ordained preachers, From 14787 to 1793

nws

e increase both of churches and preachers was very
sreat; for, after striking off the New River District,
e

fiere remained sixteen ordained ministers in Strawberry.
In 1798, after Mayo was taken off, there remained twelve
churches and eight ordained preachers. In 1808 they
pad tsventy-four churches and sixteen ordained preachers,
From which it appears they just doubled their number,
hoth of ?.mnnrﬂ.m and churches, in ten years.

While Mr. Stockton was among.them he generally
acted as moderator. Of late years that office falls some-
times to one and sometimes to another. Richard Stock-
ton is at present their standing clerk. _

This Association, when first constituted, included all the
churches in Virginia on the south side of James river and
above the upper line of Roanoke (then Middle District).
When New River was taken off, it was agreed that the
Blue Ridge should be the dividing line between that and
Strawberry. When Mayo was taken off, it was agreed
that the boundary between that and Strawberry should
be as follows, viz.: “Beginning at Elder Stephen’s
church, leaving it on the south side; thence to Smith’s
“..Hn at the mouth of Beaver creek; thence up the said
E&” Mo.z“m Tarrarat mountain.” They have not printed
g oﬂ%ﬁmm of late years. This n:.n_.mﬁmnunno, added to
e pwoﬂ.npsmnm_ prevented our ovﬂm.EEm as full docu-
i Mmﬂm necessary in order to give as m.m,.monﬁ a re-
Broceadis er proceedings as .&. other Associations. The
p Foﬁ.umwow the Association, however, as far as we

oy Edn.o ave been regular and peaceable. We must
ed to the sketches of churches, beginning with




